
Week 16   Secret word:  Stephen 
Acts 6:8 (NIV) 
“Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, 
performed great wonders and signs among the people.” 

*** 
Today’s story comes from a Book in the New Testament called “Acts of 
the Apostles.” 
 
After Jesus’ death, resurrection on earth, and ascension into heaven, 
Jesus’ apostles are traveling around, teaching about Jesus, and 
performing miracles. “Acts of the Apostles” tells about this time. 
 
Some of the apostles had followed Jesus when he was alive on earth, but 
many of them were new Christians. Their numbers were growing and 
growing. They were learning how to keep their groups and churches 
together, and how to take care of each other. Every day, Jesus’ apostles 
gave food to hungry followers in Jerusalem. Certain apostles were 
chosen to make sure they were fed and taken care of. These special 
apostles were selected for their Holy Spirit, their Faith, and their Wisdom. 
Their job was to keep Christianity strong in Jerusalem. 
 
One of these special apostles was named Stephen. The Book of Acts 
tells us that Stephen was full of God’s grace and power and that he 
performed great wonders and signs. Stephen was good at debating. 
When non-Christians argued with him, he would convince them with his 
wisdom. 
 
Once, some men started a rumor that Stephen was speaking against 
Moses and God while he was teaching about Jesus. But when Stephen 
was asked about this, people saw that he had the face of an angel. 
Stephen  reminded them about the leaders of God’s family - Abraham 
and Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses, Joshua, David, and Solomon.  He 
said they needed to remember God’s power in those leaders and also to 
accept God’s Holy Spirit in Jesus. Then Stephen looked up to Heaven. 
“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.” 
 
Even when he was lied about, made fun of, and hurt, Stephen stayed 
strong. He never gave up sharing his faith in Jesus.  
 
 
  

 

 


