
 
 

From Rev. Christen's Desk 
 

Come and let us sweetly join 
Christ to praise in hymns divine; 

Give we all, with one accord. 
Glory to our common Lord. 

Hands and hearts and voices raise; 
Sing as in the ancient days; 

Antedate the joys above, 
Celebrate the feast of love. –Charles Wesley 

 
Dear Epiphany Parish, 
 
This Sunday, October 4, is the feast day of St. Francis. While we mostly know of St. Francis and his 
connection to animals, he was a champion of the poor, saw God reflected in all of creation, and had a 
deep love for the Eucharist and the Gospel of Christ. This Sunday, we will be honoring St. Francis in a 
number of ways. The first is that on Sunday, October 4, all are welcome to bring their pets to our 
10:15am outdoor service on the church lawn! We will be blessing animals during the service. If you pet 
does not like to travel, or would make it impossible for you to social distance, please feel free to bring a 
picture of your pet. I’m looking forward to meeting your animals ! Then, on Sunday evening at 6pm, all 
are invited to join us for an agape meal over zoom in honor of St. Francis. An agape meal or love feast 
is an ancient Christian tradition of coming together to eat a simple meal, pray together, hear scripture 
readings and reflections, and spend time in Christian fellowship. Please RSVP to the parish office at 
office.epiphany@verizon.net if you would like to attend. We will be sending out the zoom link to those 
who sign up. If you are attending, we ask that you prepare a simple meal for yourself and your 
household of simple, meatless food, such as soup, cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, water, grape juice, 
or wine. Please see below for more announcements about some of the exciting things that are taking 
place at Epiphany 
Parish. I am so grateful for everyone who has found new, safe ways for us to connect, the worship God, 
and to support each other during this challenging time. 
 
Peace in Christ,  
Rev. Christen 
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Join us on Sunday, October 4, 2020 
For The Blessing of the Animals 

 
PLEASE RSVP HERE 



St. Francis Blessing of the Animals and Agape Meal 
All are invited to bring their pets to our 10:15 service on Sunday, October 4th. A pet blessing will take 
place during the outdoor service. Please bring whatever you need to clean up after your pet. If you pet is 
not good at social distancing or doesn't like to travel, please feel free to bring a photo! Please RSVP 
HERE  
Later that evening, on Sunday, October 4th at 6:00pm, there will be a virtual Agape Meal in honor of the 
feast day of St. Francis. An agape meal is a worship service that includes fellowship, the blessing and 
eating of simple food and prayer. Please contact the office by email or phone and a link for the Agape 
Meal will be sent to you to join. 
 

common cathedral 
The October common cathedral donations will be on October 7 & 21 for 50 pieces of fruit and 50 granola 
bars. Please consider helping and email or call the office to sign up. The organization requests to bring 
only soft fruitlike bananas, oranges and grapes. No hard fruit like apples. They would prefer bananas. 
See below for more information on common cathedral. 

  
The Pumpkins are Coming! 

The pumpkins will be arriving on Saturday, October 3rd. Unloading will look a little different this year. 
The pumpkins will be taken off the truck by forklift and we will have three shifts of teams to unload the 
boxes onto the pallets. Social distancing, hand hygiene and mask wearing will be required at all times 
while working in the patch or helping to unload. Please visit our signup.com page to volunteer to help 

unload by clicking here to sign up!   

 
Open Guest Period 

Experience the BCH Center, your own way 
After a successful summer and early September, The Barbara C. Harris Camp & Conference Center will 
continue to offer lodging in a “vacation rental” format for families, couples and individuals through the 
fall. Guests are in charge of their own “vacation” and are able to enjoy: hiking, boating, fishing*, biking*, 
yard games and general relaxation during the peak fall foliage season in New England. For more 

information please go to the web page here: http://www.bchcenter.org/openguestperiod 
 

As Part of our Worship Procedure 
Please RSVP for Sunday, October 4, 2020 

In-Person Outdoor Worship – HERE 
Link for full COVID - Regathering Information available - HERE.  
For Worship on October 4 ~ The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost In-Person & Virtual Click here for 
this week's lectionary readings (We are using the Track 2 readings)  
 
You can also enjoy worshiping with us on Sunday mornings via Facebook Live. Although you do not 
need a Facebook account to view our services, some have found the experience a bit of a challenge. In 
response, we have created a YouTube channel and we will be posting a video of the 10:15am service 
each Sunday by11:45am. Click here to watch us on Facebook Live at 10:15am (the video is also 
available anytime on Facebook by following the same link). OR you can view the video on YouTube by 
clicking here. OR view us on Walpole Media on Wednesdays at 11:30. Verizon Channel 31 or Comcast 
Channel 8. 

 

http://www.bchcenter.org/openguestperiod


Sacred Ground at Epiphany 
We are excited to announce that starting on Wednesday, October 7th Epiphany Parish of Walpole, 
Church o fthe Advent in Medfield, and St. John’s Church in Westwood will be partnering to form a 
Sacred Ground dialogue circle. Sacred Ground will meet virtually once a month from 7-8:30pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month using Zoom. Sacred Ground is a 10-session ‘film and readings based 
dialogue series on race, grounded in faith...The 10-part series is built around a powerful online 
curriculum of documentary films and readings that focus on indigenous, Black, Latino, and 
Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with European American histories. Sacred Ground is 
part of Becoming Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial 
healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. This series is 
open to all, and especially designed to help white people talk with other white people'. Participants will 
watch the videos online at home, read from articles and from two assigned books, and gather for 90 
minutes virtually once a month to discuss in a facilitated group setting. In each gathering, some of the 
time will be spent in a plenary session and the rest of the time will be in small groups by parish. The 
expectation is that participants will sign-up to commit to the full 10 months of learning and discussion. 
This is a free program, but there are two core books that all participants will need to purchase (or 
borrow or download). Financial assistance is available to cover the cost of the books--the cost should 
never be prohibitive to joining Sacred Ground. Our first meeting will be Wednesday, October 7th from 
7pm-8:30pm via zoom. Please register in advance so we can send you the zoom link. For more 
information, including a sneak peak at the syllabus, please see the Sacred Ground 
website(https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground). Also, the video below is of Presiding Bishop Curry 

discussing this curriculum and its importance. https://episcopalchurch.org/library/video/introducing-
sacred-ground If you would like to register for Sacred Ground, please either email our parish office 
atoffice.epiphany@verizon.net or call the church at 508-668-2353. 
 

Becoming Beloved Community 
Becoming Beloved Community is the vision and commitment of the Episcopal Church that, “frames a 
path for Episcopalians to address racial injustice and grow as a community of reconcilers, justice-
makers, and healers who share a passion for the dream of God”. The path has 4 distinct and yet 
overlapping areas:1.Telling the Truth about our Churches and Race2.Proclaiming the Dream of 
Beloved Community3.Practicing the Way of Love in the Pattern of Jesus4.Repairing the Breach in 
Society and Institutions Epiphany Parish will be creating a ‘Becoming Beloved Community Leadership 
Team’ to help us begin to think through ways that our parish can live more deeply into the work of 
racial justice and this dream of God. If you are interested in learning more about serving in this way, 
please email Rev. Christen atChristen.Epiphany@gmail.com. To learn more about the Becoming 
Beloved Community vision, please click HERE:https://episcopalchurch.org/beloved-community 

 
common cathedral 

common cathedral provides food, community, worship, and so much more to folks in Boston who are 
experiencing homelessness. Epiphany Parish has supported common cathedral in many ways 
throughout they ears. In December, half of the money we raised at our celebration of New Ministry 
service went to common cathedral and more recently, we collected socks, underwear, and toiletries 
to be handed out at their City Reach overnight. common cathedral has been adapting their programs 
over the past few weeks in order to continue to safely support the members of their community. And 
now they are asking for help. They need partners to donate homemade sandwiches, fruit and 
granola bars. If you can help sign up HERE. Any food that is prepared in your home needs to follow 
strict ServSafe guidelines. All donations need to be dropped off at Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury 
Street by 9am on the day that you sign up for. They are also asking that you please also consider a 
monetary gift to support this meaningful and very needed ministry: 



https://commoncathedral.org/donationsNeed help? Please CLICK HERE for a list of resources and 
support for mental health, domestic violence, and substance abuse disorders. Food insecurity: 
Contact the Project Bread Food Source Hotline: 1-800-645-8333; available in 160languages, open 8 
a.m.-7 p.m., Monday-Friday, and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturdays throughout the crisis (TTYline: 1-800-
377-1292). 
 
Financial Assistance: There are also some funds available at Epiphany Parish to help members of our 
community in a financial emergency. Please reach out confidentially to Rev. Christen (978-758-7270) if 
youhave any questions or need financial support. If you are struggling to buy food or medicine, pay 
bills, buy gas, or struggling in any other way, please do not suffer in silence. We are all in this together 
and Epiphany Parish is here to support you in whatever ways we can. 
 

Outreach Opportunities –Walpole & Beyond  
Diocesan COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund ~ The Diocese of Massachusetts has established 
aCOVID-19 Emergency Response Fund to help meet emerging, urgent needs in congregations and 
affiliated organizations, and in support of collaborations with ecumenical, multi-faith and community 
partners. The fund will address critical community needs and congregational sustainability during the 
time of the pandemic. The fund is now open to receive online gifts at www.diomass.org/give-now. 
Give blood ~The American Red Cross is experiencing a severe shortage of blood because many 
blood drives have been cancelled around the country in recent weeks. If you are eligible to give blood 
and wish to do so, you can make an appointment online here: https://www.redcross.org/give-
blood.html 

Weekly Announcements 
Weekly Calendar ~ Outdoor Worship has begun on Sundays, weather permitting. All in-person 
parish gatherings should still meet virtually unless permission has been granted. Please see the 
COVID-19 Response tab of the website to learn how you can join us for virtual worship services. 

From the Office 
Hospital Visitation ~ At this time Rev. Christen is only visiting the hospital or other care facilities in 
times of extreme emergency or for end-of-life needs. If you or a loved one is in need of a hospital visit 
please contact Rev. Christen at christen.epiphany@gmail.com. 
Feeling a call (or a tug, or a pull) ~ to get involved in the life of our Parish, but don't know where to 
start? Please contact Rev. Christen at christen.epiphany@gmail.com to learn about the many 
opportunities to serve. 

Office Hours - The office is now open! Hours are 10-2:00 Tuesday through Thursday. Please follow 

our Covid – Regathering regulations. Announcements and notices for the Weekly e-News e-mails 
should be received in the office by noon each Monday - call or e-mail the office. To have your 
announcement included in the Sunday bulletin, please have it in the office by noon on Wednesday. 
Epiphany Email Policy: As fraudulent emails are becoming more common and more sophisticated, 
please note that Rev. Christen, Epiphany Parish staff, and/or the members of our Vestry will never 
solicit money, gift cards, or personal information via email. If you have any questions or concerns 
about an email request you receive from a leader or staff person in our parish, please do not hesitate 
to contact the parish office at 508-668-2353. 
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