
Week 15   Secret word:  apostle 
Acts 9:17 (NIV) 
“Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the 

Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” 

*** 
We have talked a lot about Jesus’ followers.  We often call them 
disciples.  A disciple follows and learns.  But some disciples go even 
further- they start to teach themselves- to spread the word.  And then 
we call them APOSTLES. 
 
One of the most famous of Jesus’ APOSTLES was called Paul. 
Today’s story is about how Paul became an APOSTLE.  This story 
happens after Jesus has died and has risen and has returned to 
heaven. Paul is an early Christian.  But Paul didn’t start his story as a 
Christian at all.  When we first meet him in the Bible, his name is Saul. 
And he hates the Christians and he even travels around putting 
Christians in jail.  But Jesus is watching Saul from heaven, and he has 
a plan. 
 
So one day, Saul was traveling to Damascus.  Damascus is north and 
east of the Sea of Galilee, in what is now Syria. Saul was on the road 
to Damascus because he was going to find Christians to put in 
prison. Suddenly, a bright light dazzled Saul and he couldn’t even see 
it was so bright. And he hears a voice.  And the voice is Jesus telling 
him to stop hurting Christians.  Jesus told Saul that he would be blind 
until a Christian named Ananias cured him.  Saul went to Damascus 
and he was blind for 3 days until Ananias helped him see.  Just like 
Jesus said he would. 
 
After that, Saul is filled with the Holy Spirit. He is also called Paul. 
Paul travels around to help Christians instead of hurting them. He 
helps start new churches. He teaches about Jesus. He writes letters 
to support other early Christians. It was sometimes hard for other 
apostles to believe how much Paul had changed. 
 
This story reminds us to believe that Jesus and the Holy Spirit can 
change people in a big way! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


